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Melksham Town Council 
 

Minutes of the King George V Sub-Committee meeting held 
on Wednesday 14th October 2020 

 
PRESENT: Councillor A Westbrook (Chair) 

Councillor T Watts 
Councillor S Brown 
Councillor H Illman 
Councillor K Iles 
Councillor C Jeffries 
Councillor G Mitcham 
 

 
ALSO IN 
ATTENDANCE 

Councillor T Welch  
Councillor P Aves 

 
OFFICERS: Linda Roberts, Town Clerk 

David McKnight, Economic Development Manager 
 

 Miriam Zaccarelli, Community Development Officer 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: No members of the public were present. 
 

 
15/20   Apologies 

 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Iles that she would arrive 5 
minutes late. 
 

16/20   Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

17/20   Minutes 
 

The minutes of 16 September 2020  having previously been circulated, were 
approved as a correct record apart from the date which needed correcting from 
5 August 2020 to 16 September 2020, and would be signed by Councillor 
Adrienne Westbrook at a later date. 
 
Proposed Councillor Westbrook and seconded by Councillor Watts and 
 
 RESOLVED to approve the minutes of 16 September 2020 as a true record 
after amendment of date from 5 August 2020 to 16 September 2020. 
 

18/20   Autumn Bulb Planting 
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The  Town Clerk explained that ten thousand spring bulbs had been purchased 

for planting in the Sensory Garden and the welcome to Melksham signs. 

Community planting that had been planned would not be able to go ahead due 

to social distancing.  The amenities team would manage the overall project. It 

was suggested that a good news story be run with a photo of the bulbs.   

 
19/20   Sensory Garden 

 
The amenities team would oversee the planting in the sensory garden. The 

planting scheme that Richard Collett created last year would start in the 

woodland area. Councillor Westbrook explained that bluebells, crocus and 

snowdrops were chosen to naturalise the area. The Community Engagement 

Officer would circulate the planting list, including shrubs. The new soil bund was 

not in the right place but a path would be mown down the middle of it with 

planting on either side of it.  

Councillor Westbrook explained that there were eight benches and some picnic 

tables to install around the park. Having met on site with staff, Councillor 

Westbrook explained that the suggestion was to put three picnic tables near the 

exercise equipment, and three on the other side by the river. Councillor Welch 

noted an old picnic bench by the weir which could be replaced. There was a 

suggestion to wait until the new play equipment is installed before finalising the 

location of the benches. Councillor Illman raised concern about securing the 

benches and the Town Clerk explained that they would be concreted in place. 

 
20/20   Fencing 

 
The  Town Clerk suggested that a metal fence would be an unnecessary barrier 

and expense, since there is no requirement to keep people in or out of the area. 

The cost of around £11k could be better spent on other enhancements to the 

sensory garden.  

Councillor Brown clarified that fencing would needed between the sensory 

garden and the road and the Town Clerk explained that the fencing in place along 

the road would stay. Councillor Watts commented that a plated border of 

evergreen shrubs would serve to delineate the area. It was agreed that fencing 

would not be needed to demarcate the sensory garden area. 

 
21/20   Splash Pad Operation 2020 

 
The Economic Development Manager gave a verbal update on the running of the 

Splashpad over the summer. Due to keeping details for NHS Test and Trace, it 

was recorded that 1383 members of public attended the splashpad between 22 

August and 27 September. It was open six hours a day from 10am to 4pm. 

Operating the splashpad took three members of staff at any one time. 15 
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children at a time were in the Splashpad. He reported that the Splashpad had not 

yet been decommissioned. One day was lost due to vandalism, and two half days 

due to high winds. 

It was clarified that voluntary councillor hours were offered but not required to 

staff the Splashpad. 

The Town Clerk explained that the equipment will be taken down for winter, but 

the cost of decommissioning and then recommissioning will be considered versus 

the cost of keeping it going, in order to find the most cost effective way of 

maintaining the Splashpad over winter. 

Councillor Brown asked if there was CCTV cameras in the area which the Town 

Clerk confirmed was in place. She explained that staff are working with the police 

to report the increase in nitrous oxide canisters that are appearing on the 

pavilion steps. Councillor Illman raised concern for wildlife with regard to the 

metal canisters, and Councillor Welch noted that 60 were collected at the Prince 

of Wales Garden during the recent Tidy Town Day. 

Councillor Aves explained that there was something wrong with the paving at the 

Splashpad and it needs looking at. 

 
22/20   Play Area 

 
Following the tender exercise carried out in previous weeks, the 

recommendation was to appoint Wicksteed at the contractor for the new play 

area in the park. Three play providers were interviewed and tenders and 

interviews had been scored. While Komplan scored highly, their design did not fill 

the whole area. Members on the panel met again in the previous week with 

other members of KGV Sub Committee and agreed that Wicksteed was the 

preferred contractor. Maps were displayed and Councillor Westbrook explained 

the innovative design incorporating a slide on the embankment, Rope Swing, 

Forest Spinney, Spin A Bounce, relocated Activity Net from the bottom end of the 

park (reusing old equipment), Ground Trampoline, Viking Swing with basket 

seats, Swirl Wheelchair Roundabout, relocated Play Panels, See Saw, Multiplay, 

Viking Swing with cradle seats, relocated Boat and relocated Nessie. The cost also 

includes making good the old play area. In relocating the activity net, Wicksteed 

were happy that it was still in good condition and would refurbish it to any new 

required standards. 

Councillor Iles asked about the path in the middle and the Town Clerk explained 

it will be bound stone pathway, standing out from the grass.  

Councillor Illman remarked that it was a very inclusive and exciting facility for 

families in town.  
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It was clarified that the surface would be grass matting, and that the gap 

between the new play area and splashpad would allow enough space to keep grit 

or grass out of the splashpad.  

The Town Clerk explained that the play area was within budget under £100,000, 

and it will take 13 weeks from when construction starts. It was agreed that the 

school would need to be informed about construction times. 

It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook and seconded by Councillor Watts and  

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:  to appoint Wicksteed as the successful 

contractor for the new play area in KGV Playing Field.  

 
23/20   Cricketers' Cafe 

 
The Town Clerk explained that one expression of interest had been received for 

taking on the running of the pavilion as a café, so further expressions of interest 

would need to be sought so that the Council could consider them and appoint a 

suitable applicant. The Town Clerk would invite expressions of interest through 

the Melksham News, Town Council website and social media. 

Councillor Watts clarified that the building would be offered as it is, and anyone 

bidding will need to budget for work on the interior, as well as specifying the 

expectation that the reference to the Melksham Cricket Club be kept with 

pictures on the walls etc. It was explained that a press release last year 

requested photos but nothing came forward. The signage needs to be agreed to 

remain as ‘The Cricketers Café’, as promised 18 months ago. In terms of work 

required to the building, the Town Clerk explained that a survey costing £30k was 

done last year for the exterior. It was suggested that local contractors be invited 

to bid for any work required, which would have to be less than £25k for the 

bidding process. 

The Economic Development Manager explained that planning permission for 

change of use had come through and opening hours determined as 10.30am to 

6.30pm, seven days a week. It would need to be amended as an evening opening 

in summer could prevent some of the current anti-social behaviour.  

The Town Clerk suggested that a meeting with the tender applicants would be 

useful so councillors can meet and ask questions before appointing a contractor. 

Councillor Watts asked if there was any work that the Town Council would need 

to do before it could be opened as a café. The Town Clerk would look into a 

possible survey to determine if any work would be required. 

Councillor Welch suggested that since the scoreboard is an integral part of the 

building, that when prospective applicants are shown the property they would be 

shown the scoreboard, to be included in the theme. 

It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook and  
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RESOLVED:  that the Town Clerk advertise the café for tenders.  

 

24/20   Time-line 
 

A timeline of works of sensory garden, planting and play area installation would 

be sent to Councillors. 

 

25/20   Grass Cutting Arrangements for the 2021 Season 
 

Councillor Westbrook suggested that the grass cutting tender needed to be 

specified so that the contractor would know not to cut the grass in the sensory 

garden. Councillor Watts commented that the park looked lovely over the 

summer and the contractor was doing a great job.  

It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Mitcham and 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:  that a formal specification be made for the 

park so that the Sensory Garden grass not be cut.  

 
26/20   Request for street lighting 

 
A request had come in from residents who had an altercation in the park at night 

and would like lighting installed for safety. Councillor Iles reiterated the need for 

lighting due to safety for anyone to be able to see where they are going in the 

park.  

Councillor Westbrook clarified that the request was for the area from the 

Rivermead school car park down to the canoe club.  

Councillor Illman said that even though many requests had not been received, in 

talking to people she has found that dog walkers avoid the park in the dark so if 

there was lighting it would help everyone to use the park more. 

Councillor Watts stated that proper lighting is required throughout the whole 

park. 

Councillor Westbrook reiterated that the KGV park belongs to Wiltshire Council 

and it would be their responsibility.  The path along the river belongs to the Avon 

but it floods so nothing could go in there. 

With electric ducting along the new path there were opportunities for electricity 

with a potential saving on costs of installation. 

Councillor Illman noted that safety was worth the cost, not only for protection 

from other people but to stop trips and falls on Council managed land. 
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It was suggested that a site assessment and audit of the lighting in the park is 

required, including options for uplighting and sustainability. 

It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Illman and 

RESOLVED: that an assessment of lighting in its full sense in the park and 

environs be carried out. 

 
27/20   Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
It was agreed the date and time of the next meeting would be: 
 
Wednesday 11 November 2020 at 7.00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed at: 8.00 pm 
 

Signed:    Dated: 

 


